
THE New Conservation Areas in the Philippines
Project (NewCAPP), also called the Expanding and
Diversifying  the National System of Terrestrial
Protected Areas in the Philippines Project, is a five-
year (2010-2015) project of the Government of the
Philippines, with financial support from the Global
Environment Facility (GEF) through the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP).
NewCAPP is being implemented by the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)
through the Protected Areas and Wildlife Bureau
(PAWB).
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The objective of the Project
is to expand and
strengthen the terrestrial
protected areas system in
the Philippines by
developing new PA models
and building capacities at
the individual, systemic,
and institutional levels for
effective management of
the system.  As one of its
outcomes, NewCAPP aims
for the Philippine PA
system to be expanded
under new and diverse
management regimes, such
as ancestral domains, local
government and
community-managed
areas, to cover an

additional 400,000 hectares of key
biodiversity areas (KBAs) and with
enhanced potential for further expansion.

At the forefront of such management
regimes as indigenous community
conserved areas (ICCAs), the Project has
expressed strong support to initiatives
that promote the role of indigenous
peoples (IPs) primarily in biodiversity



conservation.  NewCAPP therefore strongly
supports the recent conduct of the 1st National
Negrito Festival held on 14-16 October 2012.  The
three-day event, held at the municipal covered
court of General Nakar town, Quezon province,
was titled Tebewen:Unang Pambansang Pista ng
mga Negrito, which called for the development and
cultural revival of the Negrito people.

The third and final day (October 16, Tuesday)
focused on the ceremonial awarding of the NCIP
approval of the Certificate of Ancestral Domain
Title (CADT) application of General Nakar, the
presentation of the working group outputs,
documentary film showing, and wild food gourmet
tasting.  As observer and participant, NewCAPP
was ably represented by Ms. Alma A. Navarro,
planning specialist; Mr. Mitchel R. Confesor,
information-education-communications specialist;
and Mr. Robert L. Cruz, administrative assistant.
Later in the evening was a scheduled assembly of
the Agta-Dumagat Tribal Council.

The three-day event is led by the group SAGIBIN-
LN, the Tribal Center for Development, and the
Quezon Provincial Tribal Council.  This is in
collaboration with the Non-Timber Forest Products–
Task Force (NTFP-TF), Kakai, the National
Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP), the
National Commission on Culture and the Arts
(NCAA), Antrowatch, Team Energy, and the
Assissi Foundation.

The event also coincided with the 15th anniversary
of the passage of Republic Act No. 8371, otherwise
known as the Indigenous Peoples Rights Act
(IPRA), in October 1997.  With more than 400
participants including women and children
primarily from the Agta, Aeta, Batak, and
Mamanwa indigenous tribes, they included IPs
from Sierra Madre and Zambales mountains to the
Bicol region, Palawan and Western Visayas, and
Surigao in Northeastern Mindanao.

The first day (October 14, Sunday) consisted of a
mass celebrating the Week of the IPs, demonstrating
tribal rituals and cultural performances from
various regions of the Philippine archipelago.  The
second day (October 15, Monday) centered on the
formation of thematic working groups, focusing on
ancestral domain issues, natural resource
management and conservation through ICCAs,
ecosystem-based livelihood development, the
preservation of traditional culture through
education, the role of traditional hilots (massage
therapists) in primary health care, and the rights of
IP senior citizens.


